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PASTOR PENNY’S 2 CENTS...

I had the opportunity to see The Chosen season 5 - episodes 1 and 2 in the theaters last night. It was a very moving and
intense opening to this 5™ season.

It centers on “holy week”, that last week leading up to Good Friday. It Started with Palm Sunday; the electricity of the
crowd as they were chanting Hosanna, (Lord Save us). The Jewish Nation had been praying for and anticipating the Mes-
siah, the one prophesied to come and save them. Even though they were looking at Jesus chanting the title on him “The
Messiah Son of David”, they still didn’t get it. They were looking for a solution to their immediate problem, freedom
from Rome. Not a spiritual freedom from sin.

Jesus spoke many times to the crowds figuratively and plainly why he came and that he must die and be an atonement for
sin. Yet they didn’t hear past what they thought should happened. Even his own disciples struggled with this.

There is a scene where Peter, still confused of what his new role will look like, wanted to speak to the crowds. Nervous
and worried about his first time, he courageously steps up and delivers his first sermon and preaches ”The Gospel of
Christ”. Peter is so relatable. He tries, he doesn’t usually get it, and flounders, but his heart is in the right place. After his
teaching, he spends the next moments nervously rehashing all the things he felt he failed at. Stories from Jesus that he
could tell in his sleep. now words. had just left him.

Andrew his brother stood on the side prompting words where Peter’s had escaped. As Peter was still ruminating on all
that he had done wrong, Andrew told him that he had never been more proud of him. He had the courage and boldness to
get up there and be the spokesman for the Gospel. And this was just the beginning of what would be a life long venture.
Even in all of Peter’s boldness and courage, he still does something he vowed he would never do..... deny he even knew
Jesus, not once, but three times.

The parallels. Peter did not feel worthy, good enough, smart enough, an eloquent speaker, but he had those supporting
him while he stepped out in faith.

Reminds me of another man, Moses. Who felt all of those very same things when God called him, yet God put his broth-
er Aaron on his side prompting and supporting him as well. See God does not Choose those who are perfect for the job,
he chooses those who are willing to be molded and perfected for the job.

For most of us if we go to church on Palm Sunday then we celebrate the wonderful triumphant entry, but was it so cele-
bratory for everyone? I am sure that Jesus with his face set on Jerusalem, knew exactly what awaited him. Staring at the
“Sheep Gate”, the one that all the sacrificial lambs went through had to have pierced his soul. Once he was inside the
walls nothing would be the same, there would be no turning back.

Again, most of us do not give much more thought to it until Easter Sunday when we show up for the big celebration that
He has Risen from the Grave! And while that is true, if we do not go through that week with Him, we miss the biggest
week of Christ’s ministry.



Jesus taught the multitudes, filled with righteous anger he burned for the house of the Lord and drove out those who had
turned it into a den of thieves by overcharging those exchanging currency, and high-priced sacrificial livestock all on God’s
temple mount. Instead of worship it was commerce at a high price.

He continued to teach and ruffled feathers of the religious sect all week and on Thursday as he celebrated Pasche,
(Passover) with his closest 12 he continued the discussion of what must take place even though they did not want to hear it.
Even in the midst of his own group there were some who still had in their mind what Jesus was “supposed” to do, not what
he came to do. Hence Judas’ actions.

I am sure you can relate that there have been times when things did not go the way you thought they should or in the time
frame that you wanted, that you stepped in and “helped steer” the issue one way. Judas felt Jesus was running out of time,
and for fear of losing the momentum of the crowd in Jerusalem he could force Jesus’ hand and maybe persuade him and the
religious leaders into pushing this Military Messiah agenda. If you have read your scriptures, you know how that turned
out. There is so much to cover through that last week.

And since this is supposed to be 2 cents and not a $1.50, I will plead with you to come to Sunday worship this month, Come
to Mundy Thursday at the FCC and Good Friday service at the PUCC. Come to our Chosen Bible Study on Wednesdays at
6:30 and you can always watch all of the episodes for free on The Chosen App for phones and tablets or The Chosen TV
app for computers or TVs. If you get a chance go and watch Season 5. 1 &2 is in theaters this week, 3,4,5 starting next
Thursday and 6,7,8 Starting the following Thursday.

The disciples were not so different from us. They had times of no or misunderstanding; they had times of fear, uncertainty,
anxiety, unworthiness, but joy and thanksgiving. Jesus came to be that final atonement for sin for ALL, Jew and Gentile.
That is why we are Easter People because we serve a Risen Savior who has freed us from sin and death. Every year we
draw closer to Christ’s return, we are never guaranteed a tomorrow so I challenge you to make the most out of this Easter
Season--- you just never know it could be your last!

Shalom, Shalom

Pastor Penny

God, we come to you today to offer prayers for our family and friends. We ask that
you look after them today and keep them safe.

) As you take time for prayer each day, please include:
Bob & Sharon Nunnenkamp, Rob Nunnenkamp, Jim Ptacnik, Tanna Skarniak, John Schulz, Marti Engert,
Robyn Cush, Sandi (Willis) Geier, Brittany (Regier) Stockstill, Harley Niles, Freddie (the Fighter) Farrell,

The Family of Karen Thayer, Karren Radcliff, Pastor Penny, Lori Comer and Mark Shaneyfelt.

We also pray for all those in our congregation and beyond who may be suffering from an
illness or the stress of a family situation.

We also pray for those who, for whatever reason, suffer in silence.
May they feel our prayers.

If you want to add someone to our prayer list, we don’t need to have a last name or know their situ-
ation. They do not have to be a member of our congregation — we pray for all people. All requests
are by permission only. Please contact: Linda Ptacnik (lindap@hamilton.net or 402-631-9422 or
fcc@hamilton.net) She will see that your requests are shared — as well as updates as they are
received.



mailto:lindap@hamilton.net
mailto:fcc@hamilton.net

DEACONS / ELDERS / COMMUNION PREP

Apr 6

Elders: Pat & Dick Phillips
Deacons: Enderle / Enderle / Parker
Communion Prep: Pat Phillips

Apr 13

Elders: Dave & Jean Sanderson
Deacons: Willis / Enderle / See
Communion Prep: Linda Ptacnik

Apr 20

Elders: Dave & Jean Sanderson

Deacons: Forsman / Nunnenkamp / Nunnenkamp
Communion Prep: Bonita Forsman

Apr 27

Elders: Sandy Anderson / Linda Ptacnik
Deacons: Weinrich / Dorsey / Weinrich
Communion Prep: Renee Enderle

If you cannot serve on your Sunday, please get
someone to replace you.

If you are comfortable with it, it is satisfactory if
only One Elder offers prayers and serves.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Apr 2 Thad Moe

Apr 6 Crystal Dorsey Newman
Apr 11 Steve Anderson

Apr 14 Cindy Weinrich

Apr 19 Butch Furse

Apr 21 April Campbell

Alr 21 Pastor Penny

Apr 22 George Goertzen (Please & Thank You)
Apr 23 Hallie Enderle

Apr 24 Ardis Jacobs

Apr 24 Sarah Enderle

Apr 26 Maxine Hurlburt

Apr 27 Marcus Skarniak

Apr 18 Walt & Ardis Jacobs

CWF
NEXT MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY,
APRIL 1, 2025
Lunch at Senior Center—Meeting to Follow

At the Senior Center

Reservations for Friendship Hall can be made by
contacting Linda Ptacnik or Pat Phillips. Dates
reserved thus far in 2025 are:

April 27 Shaneyfelt Family Reunion
July 10 Seifried Function

Nov 22 Mills Family Thanksgiving
Dec 31 Mills & Friends

Youth Group meets after early school dismissals on
Wednesday in Friendship Hall. If there is no school,
we will not meet. We now have a text-mail group set
up and will send out notifications as necessary.

VOLUNTEERS are needed for helping with Youth
Group. If you can help, please get in touch with Pas-
tor Penny or Kristin. **No experience required. Will
train**

Pastor Penny
Cell Phone: 402-440-4605
Email: pastorpennys2cents@gmail.com
Website: fccaurorane.org

You Tube: First Christian Church of Aurora NE
Facebook: First Christian Church of Aurora NE
For Inspirational Messages, go to YouTube Penny Schulz

The church mailing address is: Box 143, Aurora, NE 68818
The Hamilton County Food Pantry: Box 7, Aurora NE 68818




We Remember Karen Thayer, mother of Stephanie Holloway. Karen was born on Septem-
ber 30, 1942 and passed away on March 16, 2025 at the age of 82. Those left to cherish her
memory are her husband of 59 years, Jim Thayer; children, Kevin Thayer (Athello Hanson),
Stephanie (Stacey) Holloway, and Steven (Marie) Thayer, and her sister, Elaine Niles. Con-
dolences for the family may be sent to: Stephanie Holloway, 706 W. 17th Rd, Phillps, NE
68865.

Patsy Hutchison, a former member of First Christian Church, passed away on March 8§, 2025
at the age of 89. She was married to Eldon Hutchison and together they were very active
members of our church. She is survived by her Daughters, Diana, Julie and Shari and a son,
Eldon Jr.
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Mark Shaneyfelt would like to thank First Christian Church for the lovely “thinking of
you” bouquet. Mark, you sure look good and are so happy the daisies will be a re-
minder of spring being right around the corner.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO HEATH ENDERLE for the snow removal this winter—and we hope it is the
last time you need to provide this service! We have had some good snows and couldn’t have provided safety
for our congregation and community without your help! Kuddos My Man!

OUR YOUTH
. . » TS US TO
The weather has continued to disrupt our normal &%w"",ﬁw&l.“&';‘, .S Yo%l gvr;x)ow
youth group schedule, but we made the most of %".‘:’,G‘é !'?,‘mi O Ry

the times we had together. We tackled some
tough topics with our youth this month, including
the range of emotions that Jesus felt and that we
all feel. Realizing that Jesus truly felt so much of
what we experience, and that many of them have
as well, helped them to grow a little closer to
each other, and deepen their faith just a little
more. As always, we are grateful we are able to
offer this safe space for our youth, and to be able
to reflect God's light to help guide the next gen-
eration to the truth in Christ.




APRIL EVENTS TO REMEMBER (AND ATTEND)

April 13 - Palm Sunday

+ Men’s Pancake Luncheon in Friendship Hall following morning
worship. The gentlemen of the church (old(er) and young(er)) will
prepare a lunch of Pancakes, Sausages, Muffins, and Drinks. A freewill offering will
be collected.

+ Southern Dinner & Fish Fry—sponsored by the United Methodist Church in Aurora.
Lots of menu items (see poster at church) - Serving 5:15—6:30 pm—Freewill Ofter-
ing to go towards their Mission—Hurricane Helene Relief & Recovery. Musical en-
tertainment will begin at 5:00 pm.

¢
April 17—Maundy Thursday

+ First Christian Church—6:30 pm—a very special service has been
prepared for this year. Pat Phillips will direct a production of “Have
You Seen My Son” with several members of the congregation partici-
pating. Following the performance, we will conclude with a
Candlelight Communion Service.

April 18—Good Friday
Combined Service at PUCC. 6:30 PM

April 20—EASTER SERVICE—HE IS RISEN!!!




